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"I do not know, but it has, it has!If I were but to cast a stone at it.I should be dead in a day, and so wouldyu yes even you nothing could save

ycu. Oh!" she went on earnestlv,"swear to me, Sister, that you willnever so much as touch that tree; I
pray you. swear."

So Rachel swore, to please her. forshe s tired of this tree and its
powers.

Then they went down the hill again,till they came to the mouth of thecave.
"Enter Lady." Nya said, "for thismust be thy home a while until thou

goest hence to rule as Mother of theTrees after me, or, if it pleases thee
better, up yonder to die."

They went into the cave, having no
choice. It was a great place lit dimlyby the outer light, and farther downits length with lamps. Looking round
her, Rachel saw that its roof was sup-
ported by white columns which she
knew to be stalactites, for as a child
she had seen their like. At the endof it, where the lamps burned and a
fountain bubbled from the ground, rosea very large column shaped like the
trunk of a tree, with branches at the
top that looked like the boughs of a
tree. Gazing at it, Rachel understood
why these dwarfs, or some ancient
people before them, h.--a chosen thiscave as their temple."The ghost Tree of my race," said
old Nya, pointing to it, "the only tree
that never falls, the Tree that lives
and grows for ever. Yes, it grows, for
it is larger now than when my motherwas a child."

As they drew near to this wondrous
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for the death-lover- s, but for thee life
life."

"Tell her, Noie," said Rachel, "that
my mother who was fore-sighte- d, al-
ways said that I should live out my
days, and I fear that it is true, who
must live them out alone."

"Yes, yes. she was right, that mother
of thine," answered Nya. "and for the
rest, who knows? But thou art hun-
gry, eat; afterwards we will talk." and
she pointed to a stool upon which- - was
food.

Rachel tasted and found it very good,a. kind of porridge, made of she knew
not what, and with it forest fruits, but
no flesh. So she ate-- heartily, and Noie
ate with her. Nya ate also, but onlya very little.

"Why should I trouble to eat?" she
said. "I to whom death draws near?"

When they had finished eating, at
some signal which Rachel dia not per-
ceive, mutes came in who br-r- away
the fragments of the meal. After theyhad gone the three women washed
themselves in the water of the foun-
tain. Then Noie combed out Rachel's
golden hair, and clothed her again in
her robe of silken fur that she had
cleansed, throwins over It a mantle of
snowy white fibre, such as the dwarfs
wove into cloth, which she and Nyahad made ready while Rachel slept.As Noie put it about her mistress
and stepped back to see how it be-
came her beauty, two of the dwarf-mute- s

appeared creeping up the cave,
and squatting down before Nya beganto make signs to her.

"What is it?" asked Rachel nervous-
ly.

"Eddo Is without." answered the
Mother, "and would speak with us."

"I fear Eddo and will not go." ex-
claimed Rachel.

"Nay, have no fear. Maiden, for here
ho can not larm thee or any of us; it
is the place of sanctuary. Come, let
us see this priest: perhaps we may
learn something from him.'"
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and grow in thy greatness, for thou
shalt give us of thy wisdom, that al-

though thou knowest it not. thou ha&t
above all other women. We wearv of
little things, we would rule the wor d.
All the nations from sea to sea shall
bow down before thee, and seek thine
oracle. Thou shalt take their wealth,
thou shalt drive them hither and
thither as the wind drives clouds.
"Thou shalt make war, thou shalt or-
dain peace. At thy pleasure they shall
rise up in life and lie down in death.
Their kings shall cower before thee,
their princes shall bring: thee tribute,
thou shalt reign a god."

"Until it shall please Eddo to bring
thee to thine end. Lady, as it pleases
him to brins me to mine," muttered
Nya behind her. "Be not beguiled,
Maiden: remain a woman and un-

crowned, for so thou shalt find most
joy."

"Thou meanest, Eddo." said Rachel,
"that thou wilt rule and I do thy bid-

ding. Noie, tell him that I will have
none of it. When I came here a great
sorrow had made me mad, and I knew
nothing. Now I have found my Spirit
again, and presently I go hence."

At this answer Eddo grew very-angr-

"One thing I promise thee, Zoola,"
he said; "in the name of all the Ghost-peopl- e,

I promise it. that thou shait
not go hence alive. In this sanctuary
thou art safe indeed, seated in ths
shadow of the Death-tre- e that is th
Tree of Life, but soon or late a way
will be found to draw thee hence, and
then thou shalt learn who is the
stronger thou or Eddo as the old
woman behind thee has learned. Fare
thee well for a while. I will tell the
people that thou art weary and rest-es- t,

and meanwhile I rule in thy name.
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were Jewels; there were tusks of ivoryand carvings in Ivory; there were
karosses and furs mouldering; to de
cay; there were grotesque gods, fetish-
es of wood and stone.

"Offerings," said Nya. "which all the
natione that live in darkness bring to
the Mother of the Trees, and the
priests of the Cave. Costly thingswhich they value, but we value them

CHAPTER XXI.
The City of the Dead.

Nya led the way down the cave, fol-
lowed by Rachel and Noie. Squattedin its entrance, so as to be out of reach
of the rays of the sun, sat Eddo, look-
ing like a malevolent toad, and with
him were Hana and some other priests.As Rachel approached they all rose
and saluted, but to Nya and Noie they
gave no salute. Only to Nya Eddo
said:

"Why art thou not within the Fence,

not, who prise power and wisdom only.
Yes, yea, costly things which they giveto the Mother of the Trees, the fools
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the oracle of his death. Thou brought- - GEO. A. ROBERTSONest them, Noie, my child."

'Yes," answered Nole, "I brought
them, and the Inkosazana here, she
delivered the oracle. Eddo gave her
the bowl, and she saw pictures in the

chin towards the place of death above,
"Thy tree is down, and ad last nightwe were hacking off its branches that
it may dry up the sooner. It Is time
for thee to die."

"I die when my tree dies, not before.
Priest," answered Nya. "I have still
some work to do before I die, also I
have planted my tree again in good
soil, and it may grow.""I saw," said Bddo; "it is without
the wall there, but many a genera-
tion must go by before a new Mother

bowl and showed them to Dingaan."
Nay, nay," said the old woman THE COALtestily, "It was I who saw the pictures,

and I showed them to Eddo and to this
white virgin. You cannot understand,

Fare the well, Inkosazana. till we meet
without the wall," and he ro3e and
went, accompanied by Hana and the
other priests.When her had Kone a little way he
turned and pointjng up the hill,
screamed back to Nya:

"Go and look within the Fence, old
hag. There thou wilt see the best of
those that clung to thee, seeking for
peace. Art thou a coward that thou
lingerest behind them?"

"Nay, Eddo," she answered, "thou
are the coward that hast driven them
to death, because they are good and
thou art evil. When my hour is ripe
I join them, not before. Nor shalt
thou abide here long behind me. One
short day of triumph for thee. Eddo,
and then night, black night for ever."

Eddo heard, and his yellow face
grew white with rage, or fear. He
stamped upon the ground, he shook his
small, fat fists, and spat out curses.

but It was so, it was so. Eddo's gittof vision Is small, mine is great. None sits beneath its shade. Well, die whenhave ever had it as I have it, and it pleases you, it does not matterthat is why Eddo and the others have
suffered my tree to live so long, be That Burns
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cause the light of my wisdom has
shone about their heads and spoken
through their tongues, and when I am
gone they will seek and find It not. In
thee they might have found it. Maiden,
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as a toad spits venom. Nya did not
stay to listen to them, but walked up
the cave and sat herself down upon
her mat.
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when, since thou art no more our
Mother. Moreover, learn that all have
deserted thee, save a very few, most of
whom have jus now passed within
the Fence above that they may at-
tend thee amongst the ghosts.""I thank them," said Nya simply,"and in that world we will rule to-

gether."
"The rest," went on Eddo, "have

turned against thee, having heard how
thou didst bring one of us to the Red
Death yesterday by thy evil magic,him upon whom the bough fell."

"Who was it that strove to bring me
to the Red Death before I reached the
sanctuary? Who shot the poisoned ar-
row. Priest?"

"I do not know." answered Eddo,"but it seems that he shot badly for
thou art still here. Now enough of
thee, old woman. For many years we
bore thy rule, which was always fool-
ish and sometimes bad, because we
could not help it, for the tree of her
who went before thee fell at thy feet,as thy tree has fallen at the feet of
the White Virgin there. For long thou
and I have struggled for the mastery,
and now thou art dead and I have
won, so be silent, old woman, and since
that arrow missed thee, go hence in
peace, for none need thee any more,
who hast neither youth, nor comeli-
ness, nor power."

"Aye," answered Nya, stung to fury
by these insults, "I shall go hence in
peace, but thou shalt not abide in
peace, thou traitor, nor those who fol-
low thee. When youth and comeliness
fade then wisdom grows, and wisdom

had thy heart remained empty, but
now it is full again and what room is
there for wisdom such as ours? tha
wisdom of the ghosts, not the wisdom
of life and love and beating hearts."

Nole translated the words, but Ra-
chel seemed to take no heed of them.

OIngaan?" she asked. "Is Dingaan
dead? Me was well enough when
when Richard came to Zululand, and
since then I have seen nothing of him.
How did he die?"

"He did" not die, Zoola," answered
Noie, "though I think that ere lone he
will die, for you told him so. It was
you who died for a while, not Din-gaa- n.

ye you shall learn all
that story. Now you are very weary
and must rest."

"Yes," said Rachel with a sob, "I
think I died when Richard died, but
now I seem to have come to life again

that is the worst of it. Oh! Noie,
Noie, why did you not let me rema n
dead, instead of bringing me to life
again in this dreadful Dlace?"

"Because it was otherwise fated.
Sister," replied Noie. "No, do not be-

gin to laugh and cry, it was other-
wise fated,- - and bending down she
whispered something into Nya's ear.

asked Rachel.
"Because those that are bad hate

those that are good. Maiden. For
many a year Eddo has sought to rule
through me, and to work evil in the
world, but I have not suffered it. He
would abandon our secret, ancient
faith, and reign a king, as Dingaan
the Zulu reigns. He would send the
slave-trib- es out to war and conquer
the nations, and build him a great
house, and have many wives. But I
held him fast, so that he could do few
of these things. Therefore he plotted
against me, but my magic was greater
than his, and while my tree stood he
could not prevail. At length it fell at
thv feet, as he knew that it was doom

T. You're bound to like it too because an actual
test will demonstrate it to be better than the
average. Xet us have the next order.
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bring down thy tree, and with it thy
life, and set another to rule in thy
place. Consent not, for know that here
thou art safe from him."

"It may be so. Mother, but how can
I dwell on in this dismal place? Al-

ready my heart is broken with its sor-
rows, and soon, like those poor folk, I
should seek peace within the Fence."

(To be Continued.)
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The old dwarf nodded, then taking
Rachel by the hand, led her to where
some skins were spread upon the floor.

"Lie down," she said, "and rest.
Rest, beautiful White One, and wake
up to eat and be etrong again," and
she gazed into Rachel's eyes as Eddo
had done when the fits of wild laugh-
ter were on her, singing something as
she gazed.While she sang the madness that
was gathering there again went out of
Rachel's evee, the lids closed over
them, and presently they were fast
shut in sleep, nor did she open them
again for many hours.

Rachel awoke and sat up looking
round her wonderingly. Then by the
dim light of the lamps she saw Noie
seated at her side, and the old dwarf-woma- n,

who was called .Mother of the
Trees, squatted at a little distance
watching them both and remembered.

"Thou hast had happy dreams. Lady,
and thou art well again, is it not so?"
queried Nya.

"Aye, Mother," she answered "too
happy, for they make my waking the
more sad. And I am well, I who de-
sire to die."

"Then go up through the open gate
which thou sawest not so long ago.
and satisfy thy desire, as it Is easy to
do," replied Nya, grimly. "Nay." she
added in a changed voice, "go not up,
thou art too younz and fair, the blooi
runs too red in those blue veins of
thine. What hast thou to do with
ghosts and death, and the darkness of
the trees, thou child of the a'r and
sunshine? Death for the dwarf-fol- k,

death for the dealers in dreams, death
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have not fallen since the Tree of the
Tribe was a seed, and the Spirit of the
Tribe came to dwell within it."

"Speak then, then," said Eddo, striv-
ing to hide the fear which showed
through his round eyes.

"Nay, Priest, I speak them not. Live
on and thou shalt discover them, th ju
and thy traitors. Well have I served
you all for many years, mercy have I
given to all, white magic have I prac-
ticed and not black, none have died
that I could save, none have suffered
whom I could protect, no, not even the
slave-peopl- es beneath our rule. All
this have I done, knowing that ye
plotted against me, knowing that ye
strove to kill my tree by spells, know-
ing what the end must be. It has
come at last, as come it must, and I
do nat grieve. . Fopl I knejjv that.it
would come,- - and I knew the manner
of its coming. It was I who sent foe
this virgin queen whom ye would set
up to rule over you, foreseeing that at
her feet my tree would fall. The
ghost of Seyapi, who is of my blood,
Seyapi whom years ago ye drove away
for no offence, to dwell in a strange
land, told me of her and of this Noie,
his daughter, and of the end of it ail.
So she came; thou didst not bring her
as thou thoughtest, I brought her, and
my tree fell at her feet as It was
doomed to fall, and she saved me from
the Red Death as she was doomed to
do, giving me love, not hate, as I give
her love, not hate. For the rest ye
shall see all of vou. I aifinished
I am dead but I live on' elsewhere,
and ye shall see."

Now Eddo would have answered, but
the priest Hana. who appeared to be
much frightened by Nya's words,
plucked at his sleeve, whispered in hi3
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ear. and he was silent, presently ne
-- poke again, but to Rachel, bidding j

Noie translate:
Thou White Maid," he said, "who

wast called Princess of the Zulus, pay
BO heed to this old dotard, but listen
to me. When thy Spirit wandered
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it also, and now they have named thee
their Mother, and chosen thee a tree.
a great tre, but young and strong.
that shall stand for ages. Come forth
then, and take thy seat beneath that
tree, and be our queen."

"Why should I come?" asked Rachel.
I "It seems that you dwarfs bring your
queens to ill ends. Choose you another
Mother."

"Inkosazana.we cannot if we would,"
answered Eddo. "for these matters are
not in our hands, but in those of out
Spirit. Hearken, we will deal well

I with thee; we will make thee great.

WHEELER & HOWES,
944 MAIN ST. East End Congress Street Bridge

B. F. Give full address Write plainly. ADVERTISE IN THE FARMER.


